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Public Lectures 
September 5-7, 2023 
West University of Timișoara  
Room: Aula Magna, 18:00 
 

September 
5th 

Valerii Kavruk (National Museum of the Eastern Carpathians) 

Salt Impact on the Later Prehistory of Southeast Europe 

September 
6th 

François Djindjian  
A destroyed and forgotten generation: Ukrainian Archaeologists victims of Stalinist 
purges  

September 
7th 

Mihai Gligor 
A Glimpse to the Romanian Neolithic and Eneolithic: Farmers, Artefacts, and Beliefs 
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S15-2 Re-Examining Mortuary Practices 
and Human Sacrifice through 
Interdisciplinary Advances 

 

 

 

SESSION ABSTRACT 
The field of mortuary archaeology has a long and rich history, with many studies 
focused on understanding the social, cultural, and religious aspects of death 
and disposal of the dead. However, recent interdisciplinary advances, 
particularly in the fields of biology, ancient DNA (aDNA), isotope analysis, 
statistical reasoning, remote sensing and artificial intelligence, have opened up 
new avenues of inquiry and revealed new perspectives on our understanding 
of mortuary archaeology and sacrifices. 
In this session, we would like to bring together archaeologists and experts from 
various disciplines, including anthropology, history, and science, to explore the 
latest developments in interdisciplinary research and to re-examine our 
understanding of mortuary archaeology and sacrifices.  
The following list serves as a suggestion for the topics covered in the 
communications and discussions, not as a limiting factor. 

 The use of ancient DNA analysis to identify human remains and trace 
population movements. 

 The application of isotope analysis in reconstructing diets and mobility 
patterns. 

 The integration of statistical reasoning to improve our understanding 
of mortuary practices, sacrifices, and rituals. 

 The utilization of remote sensing techniques for 3D reconstruction, 
augmented reality and precise recording of funerary and sacrificial 
contexts. 

 The potential impact of artificial intelligence on revolutionizing our 
approach to mortuary archaeology. 

This session aims to promote interdisciplinary dialogue and inspire new ideas 
for future research in the field. Additionally, we propose to explore how our 
understanding of social, cultural, and religious beliefs and practices surrounding 
death and the afterlife evolves in the context of the technologically developing 
world. 
We strongly encourage authors to investigate exciting new topics that are 
inspired by the recent cross-disciplinary advances. 

 
Main Organiser 
Dan Ștefan  

Co-Organiser 
Valeriu Sîrbu, Maria-Magdalena Ștefan 

Date: September 5, 2023 

West University of Timișoara 

Room: Aula Magna, 14:20-17:20 
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14:20 
Brina Škvor Jernejčič, Bine Kramberger  
Deviations, relicts and innovations? Late Bronze Age Inhumations within the 
Urnfields from the south-eastern Alpine Region 

14:40 
Dumitru Condrea, Aurel Zanoci 

Internal organization of Iron Age necropolises in the Outer Carpathian area based 
on spatial and statistical data 

15:00 
Diana Gergova 
Archaeometric steps to decipher the immortalization of the Getae 

15:20 
Costin-Alexandru Șendroiu 
Human sacrifices or deviant burials? A bioarcheological investigation on a 
sample of La Tène pit burials from Romania. 

15:40 

Lyubava Konova 
Mortuary Expressions of Gender, Age, Status, and Eschatology in the Visual 
Language of the Red-figured pottery in the Light of Anthropological Data. The 
Case of Apollonia Pontica 

16:00 Coffee Break  

16:20 
Dan Ştefan 
Advances in Geophysical exploration of prehistoric and ancient mounds  

16:40 Discussions & Concluding Remarks 
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S2-1 Interdisciplinary studies on earthen 
architecture 

 

 

 

SESSION ABSTRACT 
The aim of this session is to increase interdisciplinarity in the analysis of 
earthen construction in archaeology, private or public, modest or 
monumental. We look for examples not only from archaeology (building 
sequence and systems), but also from micromorphology (of soils, surfaces 
and building materials), palaeobotany, analytical techniques in physics and 
chemistry, studies of mechanical properties, etc. We will also draw upon 
ethnographic studies of traditional vernacular earthen architecture, to 
observe the viability and survival of some techniques and structures, with 
the purpose of comparing and understanding architectural solutions that 
we find archaeologically. An interdisciplinary approach will help us to 
interpret both the technological knowledge and the motivations of pre- and 
protohistoric societies that built with earth in different ecological and 
cultural environments. An interdisciplinary approach is particularly 
relevant, as recurrently archaeological and ethnographical studies have 
shown the existence of architectural solutions, in terms of technology or 
spatial logic, considered inappropriate according to modern construction 
standards and conventions. With all these examples, we aim to highlight 
the importance of earthen architecture at the global level, to approach the 
differences between vernacular and monumental architecture in their 
cultural setting, past and present, as well as to understand the construction 
processes at archaeological sites. 

 

Main Organiser 

Marta Mateu (Catalan Institute of Classical Archaeology, Tarragona, Spain) 

Co-Organiser 

Annick Daneels (Instituto de Investigaciones Antropológicas, Universidad 

Nacional Autónoma de México, Mexico) 

 

Date: September 5, 2023 

West University of Timișoara 

Room: 004, 14:20-17:00 
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14:20 
Aroa GARCÍA SUÁREZ  
Continuity and change in Neolithic earthen architecture an Anatolian case study 

14:40 
Ana DURICIC  
Sequential slab technique in the Late Neolithic architecture at the Central Balkans 

15:00 
Constantin HAITĂ 
The microstratigraphy and micromorphology of earthen constructions in tell-type 
settlements from Muntenia and Dobrogea (Southeastern Romania) 

15:20 
Lucía RUANO POSADA  
Earthen building traditions in humid climates the Cantabrian façade during the Iron Age 

15:40 
María Pastor Quiles, Marta Mateu  
Experimentation and Micromorphology for a Better Understanding of Archaeological 
Cob Balls 

16:00 COFFEE BREAK 

16:20 
Nicolette Mafokou, Lídia Rincón, Antonia Navarro, Erwan Hamard, José 
Ignacio Álvarez Galindo, Rosa M. Poch 
Characterization of earth building materials for evaluating earthen constructions 

16:40 
Annick Daneels, Marta Mateu, Salvador Piña  
Tradition and technological transfer in Mesoamerican earthen facings through chaîne 
opératoire 
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S11-1 Continuity, variations, and 
replacement? Lithic techno-functional 
traditions and population movements 
during the Final Palaeolithic in Northern 
Eurasia 

 

 

 

SESSION ABSTRACT 
The cyclic glaciations of the Northern Hemisphere resulted in a number of 
dramatic climatic changes that significantly impacted human occupations 
in the Northern part of Eurasia. It was only around the onset of the Late 
Glacial (Greenland Interstadial 1; ca. 15000 BP) that groups of hunter-
gatherers began to continuously inhabit extensive regions of the North 
European Plain. People living in such a dynamic environment adapt and 
develop different strategies to survive, i.e. subsistence, mobility, and social. 
These subsistence strategies had very different environmental and 
geographic ranges varying from reindeer hunting in tundra conditions to elk 
and small fauna hunting in birch forests. As far as we know, all of the hunter-
gatherer societies during the Late Glacial in northern Europe used lithic 
tools as part of their toolkits, and these were produced using techniques 
displaying not only cross-cultural but also regional differences within the 
same culture. The session aims to contribute to the ongoing discussion of 
continuity and change within the techno-functional traditions of Late 
Glacial Northern Eurasian communities in relation to recent palaeo-genetic 
studies. We are especially interested in: a. Final Palaeolithic lithic techno-
functional diversity and traditions; b. the relationship between cultural and 
genetic continuity, modification, and replacement; c. the scale and 
resolution of integration of assemblage, site, or region with other datasets 
(genetics, isotopes, dating, etc.). 
Main Organiser 

Iwona Sobkowiak-Tabaka (Faculty of Archaeology, Adam Mickiewicz 

University in Poznań, Poland) 

Co-Organiser 

Katsuhiro Sano (Center for Northeast Asian Studies, Tohoku University, 
Japan) 
William Mills (Stiftung Schleswig-Holsteinische Landesmuseen, Schleswig, 
Germany) 
Katarzyna Pyżewicz (Faculty of Archaeology, Warsaw University, Warsaw, 
Poland) 
Mara-Julia Weber (Stiftung Schleswig-Holsteinische Landesmuseen, 
Schleswig, Germany) 

Date: September 5, 2023 

West University of Timișoara 

Room: A01, 14:20-17:00 
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14:20 

Amjad Alqadi  
The evolution of technical systems of Epipaleolithic lithic industries in the arid 
zone of the Northern Levant the example of Nadaouiyeh 1 in El Kowm in Central 
Syria 

14:40 
Anna Krahl  
The finds of Andernach Roonstraße ─ the latest addition to the Federmesser layers 
of Andernach Martinsberg 

15:00 
Dagmar H. Werra, Anna Sokólska-Majchrzak 
Differentiation of siliceous rocks used by Final Paleolithic communities in the 
Vistula River basin 

15:20 
Han Wang, Ryosuke Kumagai, Yoshitaka Kanomata, Katsuhiro Sano 
Emergence of arrowheads and arrowshaft smoothers during the Late Glacial in 
the Japanese islands 

15:40 
Iwona Sobkowiak-Tabaka, Aleksandr Diachenko 
The dynamic of the last Late Glacial hunter-gatherer population on the North 
European Plain 

16:00 COFFEE BREAK 

16:20 
Katsuhiro Sano, Mara-Julia Weber 
Mobile art and ritual activity on Zaraysk site 

16:40 
Will Mills 
Positioning Brockhill and Hengistbury-Type Assemblages within the British Late 
Glacial Interstadial Record and Beyond 
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S21-3 The archaeometry of rock art 
 

 

 

SESSION ABSTRACT 
In the last decade analyses of prehistoric rock art have become widespread. 
The combination of different physical and chemical techniques and new 
methodological approaches has made it possible to determine raw material 
sources, operational sequences, pigment compositions, and taphonomy 
processes, among other parameters, which can also have direct 
implications for the improvement of the chronological framework of rock 
art sites. Nevertheless, there are few studies linked to the characterization 
and identification of the organic binders, probably related to technical 
difficulties, high degradation of the components, or site preservation. The 
session will consider presentations related to these subjects of rock-art 
imagery from all chronological periods or cultural traditions. Likewise, 
papers will be accepted from any rock art site in the world. Finally, since 
rock-art Archaeometry and Conservation are closely related to other 
disciplines (Geology or Biology, for example), papers will be accepted from 
practitioners from other relevant fields of study related to the theme. It is 
expected that the session will discuss relevant guidelines for archaeologists, 
geoscientists, physics, chemists, conservators’ researchers, and managers. 
We invite and encourage the participants in this session to debate around 
the different studies related to pigments, binders, absolute dating, the most 
recent methodologies, and scientific instrumentation, taking into account 
the state of the current issue and the future prospects of this line of 
research. 
 

Main Organiser 

Hugo Gomes  

Co-Organiser 

Hipólito Collado  
Virgínia Lattao  
Sara Garcês 

Date: September 5, 2023 

West University of Timișoara 

Room: 002, 14:20-17:00 
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14:20 

Hugo Gomes, Hipólito Collado, Sara Garcês, Virginia Lattao, Pierluigi Rosina, 
George Nash, Carmela Vaccaro, Negar Eftekhari, Maria Nicoli  
Scientific Approaches to Schematic Rock Art An Updated Review of 
Physicochemical Analysis in Western Iberian Peninsula 

14:40 

Alberto Martínez-Villa, Hipólito Collado Giraldo, Sara Garcês, Hugo Gomes,  
Virginia Lattao, Diego Fernández-Sánchez, Hugo Mira Perales,  Ramón Montes 
Barquín, Emilio Muñoz, Roberto Ontañón Peredo 
Technology and new analytics. Interdisciplinarity to advance in the knowledge of 
the first pictorial manifestations of Cantabrian Paleolithic art. The Picos de Europa 
region in Asturias (Northern Spain) 

15:00 
George Nash 
Finding bacon in Bacon Hole, the Gower Peninsula, South Wales Applying a staged 
approach to dating and identification of painted imagery 

15:20 

Hugo Gomes, Sara Garcês, Hipólito Collado, Virginia Lattao, Pierluigi Rosina, 
Carmela Vaccaro, Elena Marrocchino, Giusi Gradoli, Giovanni Porcheddu 
Exploring the Rock Paintings of Siligo, Sardinia: A Comprehensive Scientific 
Research of Pigment Composition and Nature through Advanced Analytical 
Techniques 

15:40 

Ségolène Vandevelde, Adelphine Bonneau, Paul Bédard, Érik Langevin, Dany 
Savard  
A three-pronged multi-method approach to date and determine the temporality 
of creation of rock art sites in Quebec, Canada 

16:00 COFFEE BREAK 

16:20 
Bernie Taylor  
The Archaeometry of Space 

16:40 Discussions 
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S20-2 Exploring the relevance of 
mountain occupation in prehistoric and 
protohistoric times: a worldwide 
perspective with a focus on the 
Carpathians 

 

 

 

SESSION ABSTRACT 
Mountain archaeology has experienced rapid development in the last 
decades. This has led to increasing acknowledgment that high-elevation 
landscapes have played a key role in shaping major processes in human 
(pre)history, such as large-scale migrations, culture contact dynamics, 
domestication of animals and plants, technological and subsistence 
innovations, and so on. Due to preservation and environmental factors 
these influences appear particularly marked from the end of the Last Glacial 
Maximum onwards (i.e., 16,000 years cal. BP). Thus, for millennia 
mountains have been settled and exploited by human societies with a 
multitude of adaptations taking advantage of the high geological and 
biological diversity of their unique environments. Today numerous projects 
are being carried out in different mountain regions around the globe. 
Archaeological methodologies (from field and topographic survey to 
excavation) are increasingly being calibrated and adapted to the 
characteristics of mountain environments, while investigations continue to 
explore the tensions between the role of such landscapes as barriers versus 
conduits, and as incomparably rich territories for resource availability 
versus harsh and hostile areas. The adaptive capacities of past mountain 
communities, highlighted by archaeologists, are also playing an increasingly 
important role in the development of novel policies for the management of 
mountain landscapes and the protection of traditional practices. In this 
session, we welcome proposals organized as syntheses aimed at 
highlighting the role of mountains during prehistoric and protohistoric 
times in different regions of the globe. Given the seat of the conference, 
papers focused on the Carpathian Mountains are particularly appreciated. 
 

Main Organiser 
Martin Callanan 

Co-Organiser  
Francesco Carrer 
Federica Fontana  
Sabine Reinhold 
Brian Stewart 
Pawel Valde-Novak 

Date: September 5, 2023 

West University of Timișoara 

Room: F205, 14:20-18:00 
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14:20 Introduction: Martin Callanan, Federica Fontana, Brian Stewart 

14:40 
Kurt Rademaker 
Hypoxic wasteland, hunter’s paradise, or something in between? Current issues 
surrounding the early settlement of the Andes 

15:00 

Davide Visentin, Elisabetta Flor, Federica Fontana, Elisabetta Mottes, Ignacio 
Clemente Conte 
Why in the mountains? The use of Alpine space at the end of the Pleistocene and 
in the Early Holocene 

15:20 
Svetlana Shnaider, Nuritdin Sayfulloev  
First on the roof of the world New evidences from Kurteke and Istikskaya sites 

15:40 

Federica Fontana, Davide Visentin, Stefano Bertola, Nicoletta Barazzuol, 
Piergiorgio Cesco Frare, Barbara Ordanini, Alfredo Sacco Sonador  
A small but essential “cluster” of dots on the map: new Mesolithic evidence from 
the Comelico mountains (Upper Piave valley, Belluno, Italy) in the Eastern Alps 

16:00 COFFEE BREAK 

16:20 

Juan Luis Fernández-Marchena, Paula Mateo-Lomba, Arturo Salvador 
Canseco-Nava, Irene González-Molina, Álvaro Ibáñez-Encinas, Miriam Salas-
Altes, Diego Lombao, José Ramón Rabuñal 
The colonization of the uplands around of the flatlands.  The case of Cantacorbs 
(Rojals, Montblanc, Northeast Iberia) 

16:40 
Brian A. Stewart, Sam Challis 
Becoming elands' people: Neoglacial subsistence and spiritual transformations in 
the Maloti-Drakensberg Mountains, southern Africa 

17:00 
Martin Callanan  
Mapping and assessing the archaeological value of lost glacial sites 

17:20 Session conclusion 
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SESSION ABSTRACT 
The fragmented character of lithic reduction processes during the Lower 
and Middle Paleolithic is attested on numerous sites, especially for this 
latter period (Turq et al., 2013). The presence of discontinuous knapping 
processes in the archaeological record may be induced by mobility 
patterns, but not only. In the same way, some pieces can fulfill several 
functions, whether for economic or cultural purposes. This session aims to 
discuss on which forms the discontinuity exists in the lithic record and their 
possible causes, in various geographical contexts. We wish to make a 
particular focus on the artefact which does not always match into a single 
box (tool/core, core/hammer etc.). In that context this session aims also to 
discuss recycling phenomenon and secondary uses of artefacts. The idea is 
to think about the lithic assemblage sometimes outside a strict typology 
corresponding to prehistorians and not to prehistoric populations. These 
issues can be addressed through raw materials management (spatio-
temporal and techno-economical processes; import, discard and export 
events), reduction sequences organization (management of chaînes 
opératoires within a site -simple, ramified etc.) or tool-use (techno-
functional studies). The presentations from this session will help us to 
consider some of the adaptive choices made by hominins, and to determine 
which part is cultural, functional or economic. 
 

Main Organiser 
Cyrielle Mathias 
 
Co-Organisers 
Laurence Bourguignon 
María Gema Chacón 

 

Date: September 5, 2023 
West University of �d�]�u�]�•�}���Œ�� 
Room: 701, 14:20-17:20 
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14:20 Introduction: C. Mathias, G. Chacón, L. Bourguignon 

14:40 
Cyrielle Mathias, Sol Sánchez-Dehesa Galán, Maayan Shemer, Ran Barkai 
Tools, cores, or both? Exploring the continuum between shaping and flaking 
chaînes opératoires in late Acheulean Jaljulia, Central Israel 

15:00 
Bárbara Rodríguez-Álvarez, Jordi Serangeli, Flavia Venditti, Nicholas J. Conard 
Schöningen: hybrid artefacts, beyond classic lithic classifications 

15:20 
Sophie Clément 
Shaping handaxe in Southwestern France during Late Middle Paleolithic:  
�,�}�Á���š�}���^�&���]�Œ�������[�µ�v�����‰�]���Œ�Œ���������µ�Æ�����}�µ�‰�•�_�J 

15:40 

Juliette Capdevielle, Paula García-Medrano 
Addressing the ambiguity between debitage and shaping objectives in the 
European Late Middle Pleistocene industries: a technico-structural analysis of 
cores and macro-tools from sub-level TD10.1 of Gran Dolina (Sierra de Atapuerca, 
Spain) 

16:00 COFFEE BREAK 

16:20 
Paula García-Medrano, Matt Pope, Nick Ashton 
Re-use and scavenging of handaxes in Boxgrove (Sussex, UK) 

16:40 
Cyril Viallet, Cyrielle Mathias 
Crossed Functions: Cores and Hammerstones from the Brive-Laroche Aerodrome 
Site (Brive-la-Gaillarde, France) 

17:00 
L. Bourguignon, S. Soriano, E. Vaissié, G. Guérin 
Back to the matrice: Ramification and recycling in the Quina Mousterian 
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SESSION ABSTRACT 
Comprising a wide variety of forms and being made of diverse raw materials 
(stone, bone, antler, ivory, clay), the importance of art objects in 
understanding the origin of symbolic behavior and the evolution of the 
cognitive abilities of hunter-gatherer communities is highly recognized. In 
the last decades, the number of discoveries has increased, which allowed 
the filling of some gaps in areas where they were not frequent. In addition, 
artefacts from older collections, thanks to new study techniques such as 
high-resolution microscopy, benefited from fresh approaches. Because 
dating techniques and analysis methods have considerably evolved, besides 
the description of objects, in the frame of this session we will also focus on 
interdisciplinary contributions. To have a broader view of symbolic 
behavior, synthesis studies focused on different regions, chronological 
contexts or diverse categories of objects are welcome. 
 

Main Organiser 
Lioudmila Iakovleva 
 
Co-Organisers 
Martin Oliva 
Elena-���Œ�]�•�š�]�v�����E�]�œ�µ�� 
Sergey Lev  
 

 

Date: September 5, 2023 
�t���•�š���h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç���}�(���d�]�u�]�•�}���Œ�� 
Room: 132, 14:20-16:40 
 

 












	0. Template_GENERAL
	0. Template_GENERAL
	1.Public Lecture
	1a. PL
	05.07

